Chore time.

There is a simple principle that can be applied to all homes: if you don't do the chores, the place
becomes like a pig pen. But, if you're wise, you can train the little pigs to do the chores. That is
something that I have discovered recently. My four little piggies are starting to really help around the
house. Now, when | refer to my children as piglets or piggies, it's not meant insultingly at all, though I
am aware that in some cultures it may be so. The diminutive form of the noun shows affection and
endearment. However, if you call someone a big pig, or a big fat pig, that is completely different, and
quite insulting. So, my little piggies are put to work every now and then. They only do what they are
capable of, and actually not very much work. But, because there are four of them, their efforts add up
to a substantial amount of help. My son Cass is big and strong, so | have him take out the garbage to
the dumpster that is at the end of our driveway. My oldest son, Hudson, mows the lawn. My husband is
thrilled about that. And you know, it's not a boring chore either. He gets to use the riding lawn mower,
so he has fun driving around. The two little ones help to pick berries and vegetables from the garden,
lay the table for dinner and clear it, and occasionally pick up their toys. Phew! It takes a lot of training
on the part of the parents. In the past, people would have large families to help run a farm. Well, there
are less farms now. We don't live on one, though my house resembles a farmyard sometimes. Anyway;,
the children are all proud of doing their chores, and my husband and | make sure to praise them for
their work. | have a plan to introduce them to the laundry this Autumn. I will open the doors of the
laundry room, and let them step in and experience the mystery. It's not my favorite thing to do, at all.
So, if, little by little, the children can learn to sort the clothes into color piles, learn about the machine
settings, and practice folding the clean clothes, the laundry can become a shared experienced. Now that
would be nice! The trick is to develop a routine, so certain chores are done consistently. That's the hard
part. Sometimes it seems that it's easier to do the work yourself, instead of supervising other people
while they are doing the chores. Ah, but the benefits come later, don't they. I can see myself in the
future, with my feet up, eating bonbons, and my medium sized piggies doing their chores, perhaps.

Grammar notes.

Related vocabulary: dumpster, to supervise, chore, benefits.

1. The garbage truck comes to empty the dumpster every Thursday.

2. Those kids need to be supervised in the lounge, or they might break something.
3. You can go to your friend's party after you've done your chores.

4. The benefit of getting to the cinema early, is that you can choose the best seats.
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