
“The track meet will be postponed until tomorrow,” said a recorded message on the phone, for the second time. The end of the 

school year is the time for track and field events for all elementary schools. Recently, however, the weather has not been 

cooperating. Though my flowers have loved the heavy showers, the organizers of this sport have not. Parents of all the 

contestants have been looking at the sky from about lunchtime onwards, to see if the clouds are moving in. There must be 

hundreds of phone calls needed to inform everyone about a cancellation. It is a time when, hopefully, everyone involved gets 

the message. Especially those people who live out of town. Well, today I’m looking in the sky, and I only see a few clouds, so I 

assume that the event will take place. My son Cass will be sprinting and doing the long jump. He is long and thin, so he is 

pretty good at that. The administrators have told me that they keep an eye out for good runners during the year, and then they 

ask them to represent the school in the Spring. The track and field takes place on the Wenatchee High School grounds, because 

they have the right facilities. Each elementary school wears a different colored t-shirt, so the crowd knows who is who. It is a 

big, colorful mix of children of different ages, most of whom have long, insect-like legs. There are teachers and volunteers 

waving their hands around and yelling instructions, so kids know where they need to be. Names are called from lists, and the 

students line up at the ready. Parents and friends come to cheer them on. We will all go and watch, take a picnic of some kind, 

and I will look for photo opportunities. The other events include the eight hundred meter relay, the four hundred meter, the two 

hundred and the one hundred meter dash. And, as far as practices, there haven’t really been any. How do you train a child to 

run fast? Most of them just do. All of that goofing around in the back yard playing tag will pay off today.

Grammar notes.

Related vocabulary: to postpone, to cancel, at the ready, a relay.

1. The soccer match has been postponed because of rain.

2. The concert has been cancelled because the musicians have the flu.

3. The runners are at the ready. As soon as the gun goes off, they will start running.

4. The runners pass a baton to each other in the relay.


