Goodbye Summer

Summer has been and gone, can you believe it? For me, it has flown*. | suppose you have been
wondering, "Where on earth is Anna? Has she fallen off the planet? Has she given it all up*, moved to
Nepal, and become a monk? Or is she just enjoying her Summer too much?" The latter is the correct
answer. Yes, | have enjoyed my Summer. I've taken long breaks from the computer. But, you know, to
tell you the truth, I have felt the pull back to podcasting. Something in me has missed doing it. | must
admit, sometimes it's therapy for me! And the best part of all, is when | make connections with you
listeners. One young man called Denis, emailed me from Russia recently. His English is very good, and
he uses my podcasts for a little extra practice. Great! That's exactly what they're for. Good luck in
Boston, Denis! Well, | have lots to tell about the Summer, but I'll start by telling you what I'm doing
right now. I'm sitting in my favorite spot, which is the front door step. It's quiet and fresh; there's
nobody around, so I'm admiring the plants and trees, sipping coffee, and writing for you. It's still warm
enough to sit outside without a jacket, thankfully, though that will change soon, I'm sure. I don't know
what the weather is going to do, come to think about it*. It has been a very unusual year. The heat of
Summer came very late this year. Even the bees were late out of their hives. | have loads of green
tomatoes hanging on their vines, which usually, by now, would have ripened and been eaten. Fingers
crossed* that the frost doesn't come too soon. I've been hoping to show you photos of my spectacular
anemones, but they haven't even budded yet. "It's the coolest Summer in twenty years," | heard
someone say the other day. | will certainly enjoy this Autumn season, as it's my favorite. Apart from the
garden, which you know is an obsession of mine, it's the routine that | appreciate. Summer, with the
kids at home, is a wonderful time, but a bit random. It's hard to feel as though you are achieving very
much. But today, all the little monkeys are back at school, I have their baseball practice schedules on
the calendar, and I'm feeling pretty organized. | also have signed up for substitute teaching again, as |
am no longer homeschooling, and I've already had a week's work, with promise of more. So, the lazy
days of Summer are gone, but Autumn will be a time for achievements.

Grammar notes.

Related expressions: flies/ flown (with time), to give it all up, come to think about it/of it, fingers
crossed.

1. | can't believe our vacation has finished; the time has flown!

2. He was a CEO of a major car company for ten years, then he gave it all up, moved to the Bahamas,
and opened a tattoo salon.

3. I need to get some money out of the bank today. Come to think of it, I don't have a penny on me!
4. | hope we get a good price for our house when we sell it. Fingers crossed!
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