
Chirping Chicks.
Oh, I haven't been getting much sleep recently. It seems as though* the whole world is noisy. It's
summer, and every living thing is feeling fully alive, and therefore, making lots of noise. I often have to
put our two dogs in the garage in the early hours of the morning because they have a barking fit* at
who knows what*. There are racoon families in our neighborhood. At night they scurry* around,
looking for food in the garbage cans. They need to feed their babies, so they are busy. And, of course,
when the dogs pick up their scent in the air, it's barking time. Also, the birds are busy feeding their
chicks. We have a bird house next to our deck, in our back yard, with three chicks in it. Very early in
the morning you'll hear the chirp, chirp, peep, peep. It's adorable, even if it is at five in the morning.
My children have asked me if we can feed them, but of course I told them "no", because who knows
what they would give them to eat when I'm not looking..... I would probably find remnants of Oreo
cookies in the nest, and some very sick birds. A couple of other birds have nested in our garden recently
which I call my angels. They are wood pigeons; over here they call them doves. They make a very
soothing ooo-ooo-ooo sound. When I was growing up in the English countryside, that's a sound that I
heard all the time. It takes me back to my childhood, and makes me feel very comfortable. I decided to
take a photo of the nearest nest the other day. It's higher up than my head, so I can't see into it without
standing on something. So, I took the chance of just lifting the camera over my head, clicking, and
hoping to get a good shot. It worked. I had obviously made enough noise to disturb the chicks, and, not
being able to see whether I was their parent or not, they leaned towards the opening of the birdhouse,
and opened their mouths. It's amazing to think that in a few short weeks, these totally vulnerable babies
will be flying around, catching insects. There will be a lot less chirping, and a lot more flying.
Grammar notes.

Expressions: it seems as though, who knows what, to scurry.
1. It seems as though everyone is wearing skinny jeans these days. What ever happened to baggy
trousers?
2. The attic was full of junk: broken furniture, moth-eaten clothes, broken cups and plates, and who
knows what else.
3. Mice are rodents. They run with fast bursts of energy which we call scurrying.
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