
Question tags.
As you study English, you will become familiar with question tags. A tag is a little something that is
added on, just like the tag on your shirt that tells you the size and type of material. We use question tags
all the time in English to add a brief question to the end of a sentence. Some examples are:

It isn't raining, is it?
He works in real estate, doesn't he?

You're okay, aren't you?
You might have noticed already, that there is a pattern that is followed when using question tags.
Usually, when the sentence is positive, the tag is negative. And vice versa. Also, the same auxiliary
verb should be used, though there are some exceptions to this rule. Listen to the following that use the
verb to be:
This dress is too tight for me, isn't it?

The film is going to start, isn't it?
They're late, aren't they?

We're on time, aren't we?
She's our tour guide, isn't she?

You can see the pattern quite easily here. In the tag, the subject comes at the very end. Before that, you
simply put the verb 'to do' or 'to be' in its correct form, and contract it into a negative. So, 'we are'
becomes 'aren't we', 'she is' becomes 'isn't she', 'they did' becomes 'didn't they', and 'he does' becomes
'doesn't he' etc. There are a few exceptions to the rule that I will cover at the end of the podcast.

Let's try the opposite way around, negative to positive. When I read these examples, listen closely to
the verb form:

It isn't raining, is it?
We're not in a hurry, are we?

I'm not in the wrong building, am I?
He doesn't have any spare change, does he?

They don't sell hot coffee here, do they?
Can you see the pattern? Once you get used to it, it's as easy as riding a bicycle, isn't it? Let's go over
some of the exceptions. When we are using the verb to be with the 'I' form, we end up using 'are' or
'aren't' as the tag, instead of 'am'. Let's listen to some examples:

I'm picking you up at 3pm, aren't I?
I'm ordering the cake tomorrow, aren't I? * Note, this second sentence is more like a confirmation,
rather than a question.
Now let's look at the 'you' form with the verb 'to have to'.

You have to study for your exam, don't you?
We have to cook the fish while it is fresh, don't we?

She had to wash the car, didn't she? We use, as you can see, the verb 'to do' in the tag, after we
use 'to have to' in the main part of the sentence. Likewise, with a negative statement using 'to have to',
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we would use 'to do' in the positive.
You don't have to drive tonight, do you?

They didn't have to pay again, did they?
He didn't have to go to the office for more paper, did he?

So, there you have it. Like most things, it's a question of practice. But, you are all very clever, aren't
you? You didn't have much of a problem with regular questions, did you? And, I know that you will
practice and learn tags very well, won't you?
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